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and the Duke of Bolton were deprived both of their Com-
missions in the King's Regiments and of their Lord-Lieu-
tenancies.    This was an approach to a  " spoils system/'
and was hated not only by the English public but also by
the King, who looked askance on this invasion of his power,
and the de- Finally, Walpole emphasised the dependence of Cabinets upon
Cabinet?"*  the Commons.    Unlike Harley and St. John, the leaders of
Commons.    Anne's reign, Walpole declined to enter the Lords while still
in power, though it is curious to see him after 1739 not only
neglecting an adverse vote of the Lords but trying to stand
on the King's support against the rising opposition of the
Commons.    It was, however, to this opposition that Walpole
finally bowed.
The develop- It is of some importance to notice the development of
iiSous°toier" religious tolerance in this period. This was caused by the
atlon"	entry of the tolerant Whigs into power, the constant possi-
bility of a Stewart Restoration and the consequent need for
satisfaction within the country. The Whigs repealed those
monuments of Tory intolerance—the Schism and Occasional
Conformity Acts—in 1719; but their persistent proposals
to abolish the Test and Corporation Acts1 were impracticable.
Statesmen, especially Walpole, saw that to withdraw those
Acts would be to arouse the full force of Tory enmity against
the Government and perhaps to convert it into disloyalty
to the Hanoverian Succession; for the attachment of the
Tories to the principle of the legal exclusion of Noncon-
formists from politics stood between them and a restoration
of the Stewart dynasty* The Whigs had to be content
with the Indemnity Acts, which were passed from 1727
onwards; these, in particular cases and by a special vote of
Parliament, freed Nonconformists from the penalties in-
curred by their entry into Parliament. Apart from the
continuance of the Anglican monopoly of political power,
however, there was religious peace: Roman Catholics and
non-Jurors even enjoyed comparative security, except when
their estates were heavily taxed after Atterbury's Plot of
1721. On the whole, religions intolerance was dormant
during this period, but tolerance was accompanied by a loss
i Made in 1719, 1730, 1732, 1734, 1736, 1739,

